Husband and Wife

across the fairness of her face, or marred the
rounded outlines of her figure; and when hei
husband saw her standing in the doorway^
hesitating a moment to discover if he had
awakened, he felt his heart go out to her in
passionate love and longing.

" My dearest/' he said, " how well you look
this morning. Did you sleep happily last
night ? "

" Not happily/' said Mariota, seeking relief
in a truth she knew he would not understand;
" not happily. I was disturbed by grievous
dreams ; but now, try as I may, I cannot recall
them/'

Ludovick smiled. " Silly child, do not strive
to bring back phantom griefs. Are you not
joyous in waking life, that you may laugh at
evil dreams ? Before many days have come I
shall be strong ; and truly when I look on you
this moment I could deem myself restored, had
I not vowed to David to obey him and to rest
here quiet and submissive until Friday; by the
which time he has promised I shall be well and
free from danger. How I must have chafed
you these weeks bypast with my dreary lamenta-
tions ; but you must pardon me, my Sweet/'

Mariota was silent, and as he gazed on her
and saw her flush and tremble, again he thought
of the white marble statue that was magically
wakened into life at the approach of love*

" David has comforted me," he said*" David
denied that you and I could be accursed for the